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ER 68-33-; 


Honorable Dante B. Fascell, Chairman 
Legal and Monetary* Affair* Subcommittee 
Committee on Government Operation* 
House e^-Ile pres entati ve s 
Washington D. C. 20515 



Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This is in response to your letter dated 19 January requesting 
Information on the role of the Central Intelligence Agency in the 
effort against or ganiseu^c rime . 

The National Securit^sAct of 194?, as amended (50 U. S. C. 401), 
charges the Agency with the ch*ty of correlation, evaluation, and dis- 
semination of intelligence withmAhe Government relating to the 
national security. It should be noted that the Act specifically pro- 
vides . . That the Agency shall haV* no police, subpoena, law- 
enforcement powers, or Internal- security functions. ... ” Collection 
of information relating to organised crane is thus not within the 
jurisdiction of CIA. 

The Agency does occasionally receive information relating to 
criminal activities as a by-product of certain overseas intelligence 
operations. Generally, this information pertains to narcotics, 
counterfeiting, and smuggling and is made available to the appropri- 
ate elements of the Treasury Department. Information of interest 
to the FBI is forwarded to the Bureau upon receipt. In addition, the 
indices of CIA are available to appropriate iaw enforcement agencies 
on request. 

CIA has long been interested in electronic information'etorage 
and retrieval and has had several specialised systems in operation 
for some years. Agsncy officials in November 1967 briefed Mr.\ 
Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, and six officers 
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of the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice, on machine 
records. Emphasis was on the possible adaptation of the CXA 
system as a insane of storing, collating, and retrieving informa- 
tion on organised crime. Mr. Vinson expressed appreciation for 
the "detailed and clear analysis and advice" which "helped us a 
good deal along the way to solving some of our most acute informa- 
tion seeds. " We have also consulted with law enforcement agencies 
at the local level and furnished advice on the use of machine records. 

\ 

CIA conducts a program of research and development of new 
technical means for furthering its mission. Through periodic meet- 
ings of representatives of interested agencies, the results of these 
efforts are made available to appropriate Federal law enforcement 
agencies for their possible adaptation. 


Although the CIA role is neces 
to assist in this effort to the fullest e: 


limited, we shall continue 
|at permitted by law. 


STATINTL 

OLC/ CEA:rw (13 Feb 68) 
Rewritten: O/ExDir^ 


Richard Helm 
Director 


(26 


(Letter as originally prepared concurred in by the DD/] 
John W. Coffey for DD/S on 15 Feb, 

DD/S&T on 19 Feb) 

Distribution: 

Original & 1 - Addressee 
1 - DDCI 

1 - ER w/cy basic 

1 - DD/P 

2 - DD/S 
1 - OLC w/basic 
1 - DD/S&T 

1 - Director of Security 
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STATINTL 


FORM NO .r\A 1 REPLACES FORM 36-8 (47) 

1 FEB 55 I WHICH MAY BE USED. 
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Remarks : 

We have been in touch with the staff man 
concerned indicating that it will take us a few 
days to pull together the information to respond. 
They are in no hurry. It is of interest that they 
had not originally sent the attached form letter 
to the Agency but when Justice responded that 

CIA had been of assistance to them in this 
matter, the Committee sent us the attached 
letter. We have queries out for information 
and hope to have a draft for your approval next 
week. __ 

/ 

John S. Warner 
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Remarks: Attached is 
Fascell*s letter of 1< 
information on CIA* £ 
crime effort. We di 
response with the st< 
particular hurry. T 
asked for an unclass 
possible that we cou! 
a letter if you would 
letter has been conci 
Coffey for DDS, and 

a proposed response to 

January 1968 requesting 
participation in the organized 
scussed the timing of the 
aff and they were in no 
he Committee specifically 
ified letter. It is still 

Ld brief the staff rather than 
prefer this course. The 
cirred in by the DDP, John W. 

|f or DDS&T. 



/ j J oil# Warner 
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